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Local event riders results at Greenwood International horse trials
“National Velvet” is alive and well in Parker County. The Greenwood Farm, Inc. Spring Horse Trials and CIC 1/2 - Weatherford, presented by Charlie Gilchrist’s SouthWest Ford, posted impressive final results from local riders. They competed against 278 equestrians from nine states, on horses bred from all over the world. 
Bette Beavers-Lankford of Weatherford was Over-All Grand Champion with the lowest number of penalty points of all competitors. Number 111 used more skill than luck to bring “Cavalier’s Lights Out”, a dramatic black Irish gelding, to first place in a large division of 18 seasoned professionals and champions. The owner-rider’s solid second-place dressage test of 27.8, and flawless jumping tests on her 13 year-old 17.1 hand steed, produced a hard earned and well deserved blue ribbon. In addition, she was awarded top Irish Sport Horse for her division, and the show champion ribbon and prize from Stackhouse Saddlery. For many years, the Lankford’s Moriah Farms has been a cross-country jump sponsor of the Horse Trials. 
Ellen Doughty of Weatherford won the international CIC One Star on her “Sir Oberon”, a 7 year old, 17 hand, Holsteiner/ Thoroughbred gelding cross. In this horse triathlon of dressage, cross-country jumping and stadium jumping tests, “Sir Oberon” moved from a second place dressage score of 50.2 to a win with a clean cross-country round, and a precision stadium jumping test with only one rail down. Doughty’s blue ribbon and prize show saddle pad bearing the Gilchrist Ford Logo were augmented by a check for $300 sponsored by Charlie Gilchrist’s SouthWest Ford. Ellen also ran second in the Training Horse division on her “Fuerst Harrisburg”, a striking 5 year-old, 17 hand, Gray Hanoverian Selle Francais gelding with a final score of 43. Another second place ribbon went to Ellen’s horse “Psychedelic”, ridden by Aledo High School student Kendall Baker in the Junior Novice Rider division. Kendall placed on her two clean jumping runs and 33.9 dressage score, just 4/10’s of a point shy of the winning 33.9 score in a tightly contested division. 
Weatherford owner-rider Taylor Wood finished tenth in the International CIC One Star with “On Eagle’s Wings”, a 7 year-old, dark bay Thoroughbred gelding standing tall at 16.3 hands. Wood had a 60.6 dressage score and a clean cross-country ride. Only time penalties and a difficult stadium experience dropped this promising rider to tenth place. Taylor is in the United States Eventing Association Young Rider program and her goal is to compete in the USEA Young Rider Championships in Lexington, Kentucky later this summer. A large fund-raising dinner for the Young Rider program was the highlight of the weekend. Over 400 friends assembled to socialize and ante up for this youth activity at the Posse grounds the Saturday of the show. Willow Park’s Stephanie Martin, on her 15 year-old Thoroughbred gelding “Fort Babe”, also ran in the international CIC Two Star. A second place dressage score turned to disappointment when the pair was eliminated in cross-country. Stephanie returned to pick up a pink fifth place ribbon in the Open Training division on her beautiful chestnut mare “Penny Lane”, a 7 year old, 16.2 hand Thoroughbred. To win the Open Preliminary division, Angela Grzywinski of Grandview rode her “Novelle” flawlessly throughout the three phases, posting a solid 34.1 dressage score and double clear cross-country and stadium rounds. “Novelle”, an 8 year-old, 16.1 hand, dark bay Thoroughbred, was given to Grzywinski when the mare’s talent for eventing became evident. “I have accomplished one of my goals”, said Angela, “to win on my home turf”. Angela began her riding career at Greenwood on “Amy”, a sale barn large pony who’s now a retired mascot for Greenwood riders. 
Second place in the Open Preliminary division went to Kristina Aaron from Aledo. She piloted her “Dazzling Lights”, an 8 year old, 16.2 hand, Tobiano Paint mare. This pair moved up from an eighth place dressage score of 35.0 to fifth after cross-country by jumping clean, adding only 3.6 time penalties. A flawless stadium round clinched the red ribbon while facing stiff competition in a group consisting of numerous national champions. The Open Preliminary division requires expertise: a cross-country brush jump can be as high as 4’3”; maximum drop jumps are 5’3”; maximum spreads are 9’2”; and these cross-country efforts are negotiated at a strong galloping pace of 520 meters per minute. 
Local eventing barn Star T Ranch in Aledo produced a solid winner in the Novice Horse Division when rider Jody Taylor’s mare, Crystal Gold Dust, cruised to blue standing on their dressage score of 33.2. Wearing his iconic black cowboy hat when not on course, this western rider is as versatile as his 7 year-old, 15 hand quarter horse. Jody’s wife and fellow trainer Kim Gardner-Taylor placed fifth in the Beginner Novice Horse division with “Bridle Imp”, a 6 year old 14.3 chestnut Thoroughbred mare. A single disobedience at the “Log in Chains” cross-country jump garnered 20 penalty points, dropping this pair from their second place after dressage and a clean stadium round. 
The Texas Outlaws Pony Club had a good weekend at Greenwood Farm, taking the prize for the best-scoring member of any United States Pony Club. Texas Outlaw member Caitlin Spencer of Lipan won her Junior Novice Rider division riding her mother Melissa’s Dutch Warmblood-Thoroughbred gelding, an 11 year-old 16.1 hand bay named “Duke of Windsor”. Caitlin was tied for first place after her dressage score of 33, and faultless jumping rounds gave her the blue ribbon. Caitlin’s extra prize was a show halter sponsored by Carole Williams of American National Property and Casualty Company in Weatherford. Fellow Texas Outlaw Ashton Waters of Millsap rode Renee Smith’s “Florianne”, a 12 year-old, 16 hand Oldenburg mare, to sixth place in the same division. 
Weatherford newcomer Mary Hirsch, who moved here from Colorado, experienced the peaks and valleys of the Greenwood course when her horse’s career best dressage score was undercut by a cross-country disobedience while jumping over a log from a ditch, moving them from first to seventh place. “Golden Sun”, whose stable name is “Phil”, still enjoyed his 13th birthday party during the playful Greenwood weekend. Owner Hirsch said of her chestnut Thoroughbred Gelding, “Phil lives a life of abundance and does not need any birthday gifts.” 
Over 200 volunteers, 40 sponsors, and 20 vendors came together to create this spring’s Greenwood Farm Horse Trials. Surrounding thunderstorms never disturbed the event and, amazingly, only two band aids were dispensed from the ambulance, which never had to move for a dispatch all weekend. Further scores and cross-country details may be obtained on the website www.greenwoodfarmonline by going to “event info”. The next Horse Trials will host the Chronicle of the Horse Adult Team Championships for the Central United States on Sept. 24 – 26. 
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